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INTRODUCTION 
 
First Baptist Church of Piedmont is a church in the Southern Baptist tradition of 

approximately 100 members on the rolls, with more than sixty percent actively involved 

in the life of the church.  The sanctuary and other facilities are located on over six acres 

in the historic old mill village of Piedmont in the Upstate region of South Carolina. Our 

community is situated near Interstate 85 approximately halfway between Charlotte, NC 

and Atlanta, GA, in close proximity to Greenville, a growing and prosperous city 

recognized as one of country’s top ten fastest growing cities according to U.S. Census 

statistics. First Baptist Church of Piedmont was founded in 1879 as a church that 

preached the gospel and reflected the spirit of religious freedom rooted in Baptist 

tradition. Ours is a fellowship of Christians who believe people have the right to interpret 

scripture for themselves and where church members serve one another and their 

community. Cornerstones of the church’s ministry have always been a free pulpit in 

which sound theological education undergirds messages from inspired speakers, 

reverent worship which draws on the traditions of the church, and commitment to 

outreach ministry and congregational care. From its founding, the church has been 

blessed by strong lay leadership and ministry staff who welcome all who wish to follow 

Jesus on a journey of faith. The church adheres to the Southern Baptist Faith and 

Message of 1963. 

 

The church is currently seeking a strong preacher dedicated to sound theological 

Christian education who will serve as a caring pastor committed to taking care of  

church members as a shepherd tends his flock. In addition to congregational care, the 

pastor must demonstrate commitment to outreach and growth. The following pages 

provide a profile of our church’s history, facilities, programs, and budget.  As a 

fellowship of believers on a journey of faith, we prayerfully seek the person who will 

become our next pastor.  
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CHURCH COVENANT 

 

We have individually expressed God’s calling by confession of our faith, baptism, and 

church membership.  We enter into this covenant with God and one another because 

the congregation is the dwelling place of God in the Holy Spirit.  

 
      We will worship together regularly. 

      We will pray together and privately. 

      We will use our abilities to build up the church in the character of    

     the Lord Jesus Christ. 

      We will share the Gospel with family, friends, neighbors, and all humanity. 

 We will give regularly and proportionately to the support of the church. 

 We will strive to live holy and devout lives, walking together in love            

    and peace, guided by the scriptures. 

 We will control anger, shun profane speech, and abstain from gossip. 

 We will seek to resolve all conflict promptly and fairly. 

 We will avoid all addiction, all harmful practices and substances, and   

    seek health in mind and body. 

 We will seek to build functional, nurturing families. 

 We will allow the fruit of God’s Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience,    

    kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control-      

    to grow in our lives. 

 We will seek the fellowship of another church when we move from this place. 

 

We make this covenant in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ who has called us to 

salvation.                

          Revised March 2019 
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WHO WE ARE 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1879 - On December 28, a small group of men assembled at the Piedmont Union 
Church building and organized the Piedmont Baptist Church. 

1880 – In July, application for membership in the Greenville Baptist Association was 
approved. 

1890 - On May 12, a committee was appointed to raise money to build a church 
building.  Membership at this time was 500.   

1891 – On July 26, Piedmont Baptist Church building was dedicated. Services moved 
from the old Union Church building to the Piedmont Baptist church building.                 
On August 2, Piedmont Baptist Sunday School was organized with 125 members. 

1937 - On November 1, a plan to raise money for a new church building was adopted by 
church members.  

1941 – On December 5, the first service was held in the new church.   

1942 - On November 22, the new church building was dedicated. 

1947 - On November 9, the deacons voted to change the church’s name from Piedmont 
Baptist Church to the First Baptist Church of Piedmont. 

1955 - An educational building was added.   

1996 – In August, Rev. Dr. Thomas A. DeVenny retired after a 35-year pastorate, the 
longest in the history of the church.  

Ordinations 

The First Baptist Church of Piedmont has ordained two of its members into the ministry: 

     (1) Rev. Henry Grady Pickelsimer - 1921 
     (2) Rev. David Adkins – 1972 
 
Note:  Rev. Hayne Rivers was also ordained by the church at the time he was called to 
the pastorate of Piedmont Heights Baptist Church. 

Pastors 

1879-1887 Rev. Mike McGee 
1888-1890 Rev. R.J. Williams 
1891-1892 Rev. Thomas Milledge Galphin 
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1914-1919 Rev. D.C. Williams 
1919-1921  Rev. C.S. Norville 
1921-1924 Rev. John P. Graham 
1924-1927 Dr. Ben G. Field 
1927-1930 Rev. W.A. Stephenson 
1930-1936 Rev. Carl W. Rogers 
1937-1940 Rev. Henry W. Long 
1940-1943 Rev. M. Clyde Smith 
1943-1945 Rev. William R. McLin 
1945-1947 Rev. Maxie C. Collins, Jr. 
1947-1950 Rev. Wade H. Griffin 
1950-1952 Rev. Robert F. Cochran, Jr. 
1953-1961 Rev. E.S. Morgan 
1961-1996 Dr. Thomas A. DeVenny 
1997-2001 Rev. Timothy Bonner 
2003-2018 Dr. Stephen Z. Hearne 

 

 
 
WORSHIP 
 
Worship at First Baptist Church of Piedmont includes a Sunday morning service in 
which a traditional order of worship is followed, a Sunday evening Bible Study, and a 
Wednesday evening prayer service. The Christian calendar is the basis for planning 
special services during Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter. Our services are held in 
several sacred spaces: a beautiful sanctuary with stained glass windows that depict the 
life of Christ; the Morgan Building, an informal fellowship space with kitchen and dining 
facilities; and the Howard Room, a casual and intimate “family room” setting. 
 
MUSIC 
 
Throughout our history, music has been an integral part of worship. The church has a 
strong choral music program inclusive of all ages. The mission of the music ministry is 
to deepen the worship experience and to inspire people to respond to the work of Christ 
in their lives. 
 
 
FAITH FORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Sunday School classes are age-graded as well as multi-generational. Preschool and 
elementary children are present for a portion of the worship service before moving to 
classrooms for age-appropriate activities. Sunday and Wednesday evening activities 
provide opportunities for bible study and Christian education. 
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Children's and Youth Ministry 

 Bible literacy is taught including memorizing books of the Bible, scripture 
memorization, timelines, relationships, and Bible drills. Bible drills are frequently 
intergenerational. 

 Children and youth are encouraged to read scripture and pray in worship. 
Children lead in corporate prayer using the Lord's Prayer weekly. A child or a 
youth reads the sermon scripture references weekly. 

 Children and youth are taught weekly lessons in Sunday school and at 
Wednesday Bible study grounded in biblical accuracy.  

 Vacation Bible School is held yearly in the summer as an activity for our own 
children as well as an outreach opportunity. 

 Other special activities include Jesus Loves Me party, Easter lunch and egg hunt, 
Terrific Tuesdays in the summer, Back to School Bash, Fall Festival, Operation 
Christmas Child, special movie events, a monthly activity, Christmas caroling to 
shut-ins, and out of town trips.  

 
Music Ministry 

 Four choirs and two smaller ensembles participate in worship: Sanctuary Choir, 
Youth Choir, Children's Choir, Handbell Choir, Adult Ensemble, and Women's 
Ensemble. Most of the youth participate in the Sanctuary Choir.  

 The Sanctuary Choir presents a Christmas and an Easter cantata annually. 
Occasionally, when Independence Day falls on a Sunday, the choir presents a 
program. The youth and children present one or two Christmas musicals a year. 

 The music library is made up of a mixture of classic anthems, gospel anthems, 
and contemporary anthems. 

 Many soloists provide special music during worship services, including children, 
youth, adults, and instrumentalists. The Sanctuary choir typically sings every 
Sunday. Singers, instrumentalists, and the alternate choirs provide music 
multiple times in a quarter. 

 OUTREACH 
 

Outreach is a natural part of living out our faith. We participate in interdenominational 
worship services throughout the year as part of the Ministerial Association’s planned 
joint services. We host and attend combined fellowship worship services for our 
community.  The Wednesday Night Bus Ministry provides transportation for children and 
youth in the community to attend church fellowship and learning activities. 
 
AFFILIATIONS 
 
Southern Baptist Convention – Greenville Baptist Association 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship – CBFSC 
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FACILITIES 
 
Facilities include 1.)  main building which houses a sanctuary (seating capacity 250),  
meeting room (seating capacity 40), small kitchen, church offices, music rooms, 
classrooms, nurseries,  and storage and 2.) fellowship/educational building which 
includes a large meeting/eating area with adjacent kitchen, classrooms, and storage. 
Renovations and updating are currently in progress in many areas.  In 2018, the HVAC 
system was replaced and a new HD surveillance and monitoring system was installed. 
Currently, a proposal for installing a video system in the sanctuary and upgrading the 
audio sound system is under consideration for implementation. 
 
GOVERNANCE  (Church Constitution) 
 
“Government of the church shall be independent, and congregational in form; the right 
of administration residing in the body itself, from which there can be no appeal to any 
other ecclesiastical tribunal.  A simple majority vote of the members present shall 
decide all matters brought before the Church at a duly constituted business meeting or 
conference unless otherwise provided in the Constitution of the Church.”   
 
The church elects deacons, and the “deacon board shall constitute a standing 
committee to act for the Church in all minor matters in reference to which it may be 
impractical to consult the Church.  Such matters shall include care of church buildings 
and other property, and under the direction of the Church shall have the general 
management of its affairs not otherwise provided for.” 
 
According to the constitution,” the Church year shall begin September 1st and terminate 
August 31st.  The fiscal year for the convenience of the membership shall run 
concurrently with the calendar year.”  The work of the church is carried out by 
committees.  “At the regular meeting in May each year the chairman of the Board of 
Deacons shall appoint a Nominating Committee consisting of a chairman and two (2) 
others for a total of three (3) members.  The names of these three (3) individuals shall 
be brought before the Church for approval by a majority voice vote.  After being 
approved by the Church this committee shall call a special meeting and select a Sunday 
school superintendent and discipleship training director. The Brotherhood and Women 
on Missions (WMU) are to select directors of their respective organizations. Once the 
general church officers are selected, the chairman of the nominating committee will 
bring the names of these individuals before the church for approval. When all positions 
are filled, the nominating committee shall list in the bulletin all the nominations one week 
prior to the voting on these nominations.” 

The church constitution is posted on the church website: and may be found at: 
http://www.fbcpiedmont.net/documents/constitution.htm 

 

http://www.fbcpiedmont.net/documents/constitution.htm
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BUDGET 

 
 
 
Board of Deacons 2019-2020 
 

Susan Allen, Vice-Chair 
Gerry Caraway 
Jim Foxx 
Bettie Lown 

Edd Hiott 
Al McAbee, Chairman 
George O’Brien, Secretary 
Robert Phillips  

 
STAFF 
Dr. Brett Patterson - Interim Pastor  
Rev. Stephanie Patterson – Minister of Outreach and Congregational Care  
    (temporary one-year position) 
Ms. Lori Shelton – Music, Youth and Children  
Ms. Kim Spears – Ministry Assistant 
Ms. Judy League – Organist 
Ms. Frances Ward - Pianist 
 
PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 
George O’Brien, Chairman 
Susan Allen, Recording Secretary/Communications 
Lisa Garrison, Hospitality 
Robert Phillips, Travel 
Debbie Adkins 
Melissa McMahan 

Salaries/Personnel 
60% 

Total Building & 
Equipment 

20% 

Organizational & 
Educational 

8% 

CBF & SBC 
Donantions  

4% 

Service Ministries 
3% 

World Missions 
3% 

Contingency Fund 
2% 

BUDGET ALLOCATIONS 


